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in a-brief humorous speech. She described him as t( this
mischievous man... once a friend of the Congress., .then a
critic of the Congress.*.now an experienced administrator"
and asked him to initiate the discussion on the desirability
of aa All-India Encyclopaedia. Mrs. Naidu added that Sir
Theodore Gregory had undertaken to "hammer" Sardar
Panikkar's proposal.

SARDAR K. II. PANIKKAR :
I must thank you, Madam, for this short interval of
fifteen minutes which enabled the House to get down from
the heights of moral philosophy and from the high principles
of human conduct to practical discussion.  I did not have the
good fortune of hearing the discussion on " The Development
of the Indian Literatures as a Uniting Force. "    My thesis is
to some extent the opposite.    My thesis is that the growth
of the Indian languages has given rise to a fissiparous ten-
dency, and hence the question of re-creating the unity of
thought in India has become a matter of the utmost import-
ance.   The most significant factor in the history of the last
150 years is that, along with the development of administra-
tive unity, along with the development of a sense of national-
ism pervading all over India, there has also developed an
integration of national languages in the different  parts of
India, a development of dialects into great modern languages
on the basis of which there has grown up what may be called
the different nationalities of India at the present time.  That
is to say, what was a dialect a century or so ago has today
become a great and modern language ; and as all of you
know, the development of national feeling, the identity of
interests that go to make a nation, the unity of at least the
forms of thought and expression which a common language
produces as the connecting links between man and man,
these have tended to create  sub-nationalities of a strong
character in India.   Today when we speak of the Bengalees,
the Gujaratis, or the Maharashtrians, we are speaking of
nations which, probably only 150 years ago, were not deem-
ed saciu   It is undoubtedly the result of the growth of the